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iemale of rank and influence, a zealous monk, some
fearful national calamity; no sooner do these three
agencies coincide, than the heathen land opens itself to
Christianity.1

The sister of Bogoris, the King of Bulgaria, had
fallen in her childhood into the hands of the
Greek Emperor; she had been a captive for
thirty-eight years, and had been educated at Constan-
tinople in the Christian faith. A monk, Theodosius
Cupharas, had been long a bond slave in Bulgaria.
During certain negotiations to avert war between the
Empress Theodora and the Bulgarian King, an exchange
was proposed of the captive Princess for the learned
monk. If the monk had made any impression on the
Barbarian Monarch, the gentle importunity of his sister
still more favourably disposed him to the cause of
Christ. A pestilence ravaged Bulgaria; and with that
facility with which all polytheists try the powers of
conflicting deities, Bogoris did not scruple to adore the
God of his sister. The plague was stayed; the King
acknowledged the might and tb.e goodness of the
Christian's God, but feared to encounter the more
bigoted and obstinate Paganism of his subjects. He
chose a singular method to undermine their prejudice.
There were two monks from Constantinople, sons of
Leo of Thessalonica, distinguished for holiness, zeal, and
learning; Cyril (his proper name was Constantine) was
familiar with the Greek, Latin, Sclavonian, Armenian,
and Khazarian languages. The other, Methodius, was a
monk, whose skill in painting had excited the wonder
of the Barbarians. By the intelligible preaching of
this wonderful art, King Bogoris hoped to familiarise
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